Marcus Fabricius E1C

Book report.

My book report is about Across the Nightingale Floor. It’s written by Gillian Rubinstein or more know as the pseudonym Lian Hearn. It is a drama, fantasy book about a forbidden love and revenge in a mythical-country.

The story is about a feudal period where it was warlords who were in charge, servants and housemaids in almost every rich household. Where none ever seen or heard about a machine or something similar.
It all begins with a fifteen year old named Tomasu, who village was burn to the ground by one of the clans. He thought that his village was “too isolated to be touched by the savage battles of the clans[footnoteRef:1]” but were wrong. Now when whole his family was slaughtered by this warlord Iida Sadamu, he has no place to go. 
Chased by Iida Sadamu’s men, Tomasu is rescued by Lord Shigeru of the Otori. Shigeru takes Tomasu with him to protect and give somewhere to sleep. Shigeru decides to give Tomasu a new name, he choose the name Takeo that means “warrior or man[footnoteRef:2]” in Japanese. On the road Takeo loses his voice temporarily and his hearing becomes over human. [1:  Across the Nightingale Floor - Page 2
]  [2:  Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takeo
] 

Takeo slowly begins to get accepted by the household and later is adopted by Shigeru as his son. Takeo meets Muto Kenji, the master of the Muto clan, who reveals to him that Takeo's biological father was the best assassin of the Tribe, he belong to the greatest family of them all, Kikuta. Kenji starts to train Takeo the arts of the Tribe and learn him to handle his powers.
Later he meets Kaede, almost the same age as himself and the most beautiful woman he have ever seen. They immediately find a connection between them both.
 They stop at the shrine at Terayama to visit Shigeru's brother's grave, and for Shigeru to discuss plans with the Abbott. As an army headed by Arai from the west, they arrive at Inuyama. Shigeru plans for Takeo to assassinate Iida that night. But the Tribe, don’t want to risk Takeo’s life.
Instead Iida capture Shigeru and hang him with ropes down the castle wall. Takeo makes a deal with the Tribe that allows him to bring Shigeru's body down but in return for joining them. Takeo together with Kenji and Yuki sneaks into the castle one night and bring Shigeru down from the wall. Shigeru, slowly dying from his wounds asks Takeo to bury him at Terayama.
 During the invasion of the castle at Inuyama, Takeo discovers Kaede with the corpse of a dead Iida Sadamu, who she killed when he attempted to rape her. 
After taking care of the wishes Shigeru had; Takeo keeps his promise to the Tribe and join them, leaving Kaede under unconsciousness and to the hands of Muto Shizuka.

One thing I really like about this book is how it describes the nature.
“The heron came to the garden every afternoon, floating like a gray ghost over the wall, folding itself improbably, and standing thigh deep in the pool, as still as a statue of Jizo.[footnoteRef:3]” 
 When I read this I get a clear imagination in my head how this would look like. [3:  Across the Nightingale Floor – Page 49] 

Just like Lian Hearn describes the nature, he describes how the people look like. 
“He was the most ordinary-looking person I’d ever seen, average height and build, hair going a little gray, face pale rather than brown, with unmemorable features, the sort of recognizing again.[footnoteRef:4]” [4:  Across the Nightingale Floor – Page 60] 

The book is filled by details and that’s what makes you don’t want to stop read it. But sometimes it’s just get to much. Like this one; “Kaede stood. I was aware of her trembling slightly and acutely aware of her scent, a flowery fragrance with her sweat beneath it.[footnoteRef:5]” [5:  Across the Nightingale Floor – Page 144] 

I really liked this book. I read all books in this serial in Swedish, but when I read this one in English you see thing otherwise. There may be some hard words but you still understand the sense. So as my favorite book I will strongly recommend this book, because it makes you feel like you’re in it somehow. And it’s absolutely worth reading.
And my favorite quote from the book is when Takeo getting into the castle to find Kaede. This is just after he brought down Shigeru. 
“The mist had thickened even more. Kenji and I moved in a phantom world, insubstantial and invisible. I found myself wondering if I had died without knowing it and had come back as an angel of revenge. When the night’s work was done I would fade back into the netherworld[footnoteRef:6].” [6:  Across the Nightingale Floor – Page 263] 

