The Artificial Kid (1997) By Bruce Sterling

I decided to read this book because I usually like science fiction, and especially future science fiction. 

That’s exactly what The Artificial Kid is about, the books events take place on a planet named Reverie, an entertainment ruled world founded by Moses Moses, as an attempt in government controlled equality. Instead, the experiment has caused Reverie to become a society of class separation. Miles above the surface, the very wealthy live in orbital homes, watching the surface inhabitants home-produced videos of sex and violence.  

Arti, the main character of The Artificial Kid, is one of the most popular of the combat artists. These future professional wrestlers (perhaps future American Gladiators) confront each other in battles within strict rules of honour and conduct. Arti has reached the height of his fame – loved both by his fans and friends and despised by his competitors. However, he is not entirely who he seems to be, and when the planetary founder mysteriously returns, The Artificial Kid, Arti, finds himself mixed up in a battle for power of the planet. 

The Artificial Kid, the result of mixing dumb social commentaries with the action of a Jean–Claude Van Dame film. The book itself is really good, mainly because it seemed predictable, although it was not. After reading about 50 pages I was ready to make a qualified guess of the ending. But I was wrong, the book had lots of surprises in it, the story is written very well.

I liked the way the author expressed the characters thoughts and the troublesome mind of Saint Anne Twice-Born, who never seemed to stop being the annoying little cry-babe she was. But the only bad parts were the ones where ones describing the inside of her mind, I hardly managed to read those.
I was quite disappointed at how the book ended, it actually didn’t even have any. I would still have liked more of a climax there. Anyway, the story was good as I said and I still think it was a good book. Because behind the simplicity of violence and adrenalin pumping fights, the book held a couple of good logics and impressive knowledge of geological things, which you don’t easily expect from a book like this. I recommend this book to all science fiction fans, and for anybody who wants to read something describing a completely different social system than we know. I will probably read some other books from Bruce Sterling too, I liked his style of writing.

                                                                                                                                                Rony Vartio

