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”How other half lives”

Jacob Riis tries to explain how different cultures and races act and live differently from each other. He put people into different groups and some might be a large group, and some might be a smaller group, but they can all be quite similar. Even thought they might be similar, he might differentiate Italians from Greeks, which I personally think would be very hard. 


The evidence that these groups of people with different cultures live and act in these ways might not be true in every case, however, since Jacob Riis is observing this, it might be what at the time, could be categorized as how these people act, but of course there must be some that don’t act like most people in their group. What should be questioned though is if we could sort people into small groups, and if we could, then how big groups? To see the difference on some groups is really hard, since I cannot see any differences between some people. Also, to think that Chinese is one group seems really strange. China is a huge country and I if the small group of Jews is one group and the Chinese is one group, then I wonder how come there are not as many differences among the Chinese people. I do not know how it was back then, but today the Chinese have a third of the world population while there are very few Jews. 

Some specific cultural differences might be true, since he actually did observe these people before writing this text, but I doubt that the differences are that big. Maybe the differences got bigger at that time when some groups were not as accepted and they had to live in specific areas and with specific people. Still, it is not the way he explains it in the text today. There might be differences, but not only some.


I really enjoyed reading this text since it is funny how some people look at things like cultures and groups of people. Still, it was not like I would ever write something like this. Again, some people might be easier to split and some might not, but the hard part would be to split them, since they are all humans and do not have that many differences, if not looking at their backgrounds or their culture.
